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Long Island T-party: Before voting a budget,
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the new town supported itself through the
sale of T-shirts. The model is Mark Greene.
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The Secession
Sandwich:
“Let us alone.”

Daily special at The Spar
Restaurant, Long Island

signs, another sent out letters. There was
lots of intensity, but no coordination.

The hard campaigning led to hard feel-
ings. A fistfight broke out on a Casco Bay
Lines ferry to the island. Friends and even
familly members stopped speaking to
each other. Secession opponent Betty
Felton told the Press Herald, “There’s a lot
of hostility, and I'm afraid the island will
never be the same.”

As election day approached, there were
threats of lawsuits over who was a legal res-
ident. By late @ctober, the number of reg-
istered voters had risen from about 160 to
over 200.

®n November 3, 1992, Long Islanders
went to the polls in record numbers to
support secession in a 129-44 landslide.

Making a New Town

The winners didn’t spend much time cele-
brating. They had a lot of work to do to
prepare for independence on July 1,
1993. And they had no illusions about
how difficult it would be. “We’re looking
at three to five years of hell,” islander
Cynthia Steeves told the Associated Press.
“We're willing to stay the course.”

The first step was to elect some leaders.
At a December 12 town meeting, seces-
sion leader Greene was chosen as modera-
tor, but most of the other elected posi-
tions went to full-time residents with deep
roots. Volunteers fixed up the town hall,
helped draft a budget and sold T-shirts,
which constituted the government-in-wait-
ing’s only form of income until tax rev-
enue started flowing.

An official town meeting in May
approved a budget of $683,000. Not a sin-
gle attempt to cut an item won. Several
efforts to increase spending succeeded,
adding about $10,000 to the total. So
much for the tax revolt. More than 100
people took part in the meeting, and the
most contentious issue was deciding how
many street lights the town could afford
to operate. It was settled by compromise.
So much for feuds.

Not everything went smoothly.
Islanders were cited for illegally pouring a
concrete slab for the new town’s transfer
station without proper permits. Portland
Public Works employees stripped a truck
of required safety equipement before
turning it over to Long Islanders. When
the truck was sent to Portland on a barge
to pick up supplies, city officials were wait-
ing to ticket it. Portland and Long Island
workers got into a shouting match on the
public pier over which municipality
owned a lawnmower. A summer resident
was elected to the board of appeals, an
apparent violation of Long Island’s newly
adopted municipal ordinances.

®n July 1, 1993, the chalkboard outside
the island’s only restaurant, The Spar, list-
ed only one daily special, “The Secession
Sandwich,” it read: “Let us alone.” But
there were few other signs of bitterness as
assembled dignitaries officially incorporat-
ed the Town of Long Island. The crowd

even managed to give Portland Mayor
Anne Pringle, a secession opponent, a
warm greeting.

When Pringle became mayor, she
formed an advisory committee to discuss
issues of concern to islanders, but little
else has changed at Portland City Hall
since the split with Long Island. “What
happens when Pringle is gone?” asks
Nancy Jordan. “I think it’s going to come
to nothing, and that’s not entirely the
city’s fault. So much separation of the
mainland and the islands, both because of
water and lifestyle is going to lead to more
calls for secession. It’s bound to happen.”

As for the future of Long Island, Jordan
is optimistic. “The unanimity is astonish-
ing, she said. “@f course, a lot of the peo-
ple who were vociferously opposed have
left. A few other opponents are still com-
plaining, but most of them have joined in,
or at least said, ‘Yeah, the roads are get-
ting plowed. I guess it’s working okay.””

Factionalism has not yet set in on the
island. That’s partly a result of the relative
lack of problems the town has had to con-
front. It hasn’t faced lawsuits, layoffs, scan-
dals, or budget problems. Yet.

As Long Island headed toward its sec-
ond annual town meeting this spring, the
remaining opponents of secession were
taking a realistic approach to town poli-
tics. George Callan, a commercial fisher-
man and anti-secessionist, said coopera-
tion is necessary as a matter of self-preser-
vation. “Nobody is trying to undermine
(the new town),” said Callan. “Nobody
wants their own boat to sink.”

Down at the municipal pier, the cars
are registered and the public drinkers are
few. There’s also a new rope handrail to
help ferry passengers climb the icy, wind-
buffeted hill. It was installed by volunteers
using donated materials.

“It’s a practical solution that just
appeared,” said Chris McDuffie. “We're
finallly taking ownership of our prob-
lems.”

A longtime observer of the Maine political
scene, Al Diamon writes for Casco Bay
Weekly and the Bangor Daily News and
appears regularly on Maine Public Television’s
“Media Watch.” He lives and works in
Portland.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

As Island Journal went to press, the Maine
Legislature was defeating bills that would
have given four other Portland islands—
Peaks, Great Diamond, Little Diamond,
and Cushings—the right to vote on seced-
ing from the city. Portland officials were
tearful of an eroding tax base and the pos-
sibility that other neighborhoods would
secede for avariety of reasons, and lobbied
vigorously against the secession bills. Long
Island escaped from the city, it seems,
because it acted more promptly than
Portland’s other islands.






















































